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Immortality of Man from the Perspective of
Imam Khomeini

Ibrahim AIipour1
Zeinab Khatun Shirinkar?

Abstract

Man’s immortality is one of the fundamental concerns that have long occu-
pied the human mind. Thinkers have tried to know about and demonstrate
this issue in various ways. Psychology and its related issues are considered an
entrance to eschatology and the pillar of immortality in the Islamic philoso-
phy. Through using rational and narrative reasons and referring to philosoph-
ical, theological and mystical principles, Imam Khomeini explains immortality
under the rubric of perfection of the soul in three stages: general, special and
super-special. Numerous factors play a role in the evolution of the soul and
its immortality, the most prominent of which are knowledge and practice.
Strong emphasis on the role of action is one of the characteristics of Imam
Khomeini’s psychology which is logically and rationally analyzed with the
mechanism of existential poverty, substantial motion and connection to the
active intellect. Inspired by transcendent philosophy, he considered the soul
as a materialistic thing that involuntarily and inherently, through movement
in quality and quantity, moves in the nature towards abstraction and immor-
tality. He considers the lack of matter and the incorruptibility of abstractions
as a negative reason, and the substantial motion in quality and quantity, the
movement of love, philosophy and justice as affirmative reasons for the in-
corruptibility of the soul.

Keywords: immortality, abstraction of soul, immortality of soul, perfection,

Imam Khomeini.

1. Ph.D of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Assistant Professor of the Islamic Sciences and Culture
Academy. alipor969@yahoo.com
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Abstract

The Activity of Imagination in the Generation of
the Heaven Within

Narges Movahedil

Abstract

Heaven and hell in the purgatory and the hereafter are the result of the objec-
tivity of “action” with “punishment” in this world. What makes the objectiv-
ity of action and its punishment possible is the activity of souls’ imagination
in creating imaginal forms appropriate to action, which we generally call “the
heaven or hell within”. This research uses the analytical method to review —
and not just know - the activity of imagination in the generation of heaven
or hell within human beings. The main findings of the present study have
been achieved based on Sadr al-Muta’allehin’s approach of systematic anal-
ysis of the principles of psychology in two areas of “the imaginal abstraction
of imagination and the generation of the heaven within” and “the creation
of forms and the generation of the heaven within”. The results indicate that
the activity of imagination in the creation of imaginal forms is proportional to
one’s perceptions of the five senses and thoughts. These forms remain at the
level of the imagination of the soul; if the result of these forms is in harmony
with the blessings and characteristics of heaven, man will live in the heaven
within, and if the characteristics of hell and the people of hell care true about
it, he will burn in the hell within.

Keywords: activity, power of imagination, heaven within, hell within.
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The Separation of “Unseen Knowledge”
and “Unveiling of the Unseen” in
Ibn Taymiyyah’s View
Nahid Tayyebil

Abstract

The knowledge of the unseen and the unveiling of the unseen by the infalli-
ble Imams is among the Shiite theological discussions. The Shiite’s belief in
this undeniable doctrine has been discussed in scientific circles with some
little changes throughout the history of Shiism, but some Sunni scholars also
accept it. Among different views, Ibn Taymiyyah’s perspective is worth dis-
cussing because of his scientific position in Sunni communities, the impor-
tance of the theological category of the unseen knowledge in inter-religious
conflicts, and his writings about his acceptance of the unseen knowledge of
Imam Ali. Based on the results of the present paper, Ibn Taymiyyah believed
in unveiling of the unseen news by the companions of the Prophet, and by
Imam Ali and the other Imams. He did not consider knowledge of the unseen
as a special virtue or a proof of Imamate, and even attributed it to priests,
sorcerers and the claimants of prophet hood. He believed that the origin of
such knowledge in the companions was the Prophet himself, and the source
of the unseen knowledge in others was jinns and demons. The research re-
sults show that Ibn Taymiyyah believed in “unveiling of the unseen” by Imam
Ali, not in accepting Imam Ali’s knowledge of the unseen.

Keywords: unseen knowledge, unseen news, Imam Ali, unveiling of the un-
seen by Imam Ali, Ibn Taymiyyah
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Abstract

A Review of the Theory of Religious Nature (fitra)
in the Views of Modern Psychology

Khadija Hashemil

Abstract

The development of inter-religious studies on the issue of innate nature (fi-
tra) led the author of this paper to examine the spirituality presented in some
of the psychological perspectives and to search for the prominent features
of the theory of fitra in their views. Psychologists consider fitra as a concept
including instinct and human developmental affairs, and sometimes consid-
er religion as equivalent to any spiritualism; however, by reflecting on their
views, it can be claimed that they regard fitra as the result of an exact con-
sideration of the spiritual relationship between man and the universe whose
highest level is fully manifested in reaching God. This can be considered as a
kind of reference to the concept of fitra in the language of religion. It should
be noted that the foundations of psychologists and the goals they pursue in
their theories are different from religious foundations and goals. However,
according to the paper’s author, the result of this research is a new approach
to the issue of fitra and a response to the doubt over the exclusivism of fitra
in intra-religious studies.

Keywords: fitra, religion, religious nature, spiritualism, psychology.
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A Comparative Study of the Distinction of
Existence from Nature in Farabi and
Mulla Sadra’s Philosophy

Tahereh Kamalizadeh?
Zahra Salari Tarzaghi2
Fatemeh Shahidi3

Abstract

The distinction of existence from nature was first proposed by Aristotle, but because
of Aristotle’s particular worldview, it never went beyond the logical realm. Based
on the categorization of Farabi’s works, this issue has two aspects in his philosophy:
according to the first category, Farabi specifies the distinction of existence from na-
ture, and discusses the metaphysical effects of this distinction (such as occurrence
of existence in nature, interpretation of necessity, possibility and causality) in his
philosophy, but according to the second category, Farabi recognizes this distinction,
but since the meanings of existence and nature are interwoven, they don’t have any
metaphysical function in his philosophical system. This distinction was accepted and
expanded in lbn Sina’s philosophy, but since the issue of the originality of existence
or nature was not raised then, it was not properly explained, and was therefore criti-
cized by some philosophers such as Ibn Rushd, Suhrawardi and Mirdamad. Finally, by
raising the fundamental issue of the originality of existence and relying on the juris-
prudential principles such as the sub-rule (farieyeh), substantive motion and graded
unity (analogical gradation) of existence, Mulla Sadra proposed the unity of existence
and nature in outside, according to which the distinction between existence and na-
ture is mentally posited, and what deserves to be proven is nothing but “existence”.
To him, nature is mentally posited and benefits from existence only subordinately.
This way, there will remain no otherness and there will be no need to discuss prece-
dence, order or distinction. Therefore, the distinction between existence and nature
has no significant place in Mulla Sadra’s philosophy.

Keywords: existence; nature; distinction of existence from nature; Farabi; Mulla Sa-
dra; originality of existence.
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Abstract

Soul in the View of Mulla Sadra and Some of its
Anthropological and Eschatological Implications

Sahar Kavandil

Abstract

In any philosophical system, anthropological views are considered the most funda-
mental and influential views of a philosopher because the purpose of philosophy is
nothing but the perfection of man in his scientific and practical path. With its fun-
damental differences from its predecessors, Sadra’s model of anthropology which is
based on some principles such as the originality of existence, the gradation of being,
the substantial movement in quality and quantity, and the union of the knower and
the known, considers the human soul as physical, dynamic, moving and, most im-
portantly, voluntary and self-developed. In this approach, human beings are a united
species based solely on their original nature, and being a talking animal is their com-
mon feature. The actualizing differentia of this generic meaning and the actualized

IH

particularity is the “soul”. The main constituents of the soul in different levels of
existence are perceptions, bodies and properties of the soul. Considering people’s
differences in perceptions and properties, Mulla Sadra argues that the difference in
humans is essential and inherent, and therefore human beings are different based
on their secondary nature. In this paper, while examining Sadra’s view on the soul
and the multiplicity of kinds of humans, we have explained and analyzed some of
its important anthropological and eschatological implications including the rational
justification of self-making and self-care, multiplicity and difference in moral guide-
lines for educating people in accordance with their movement in the spiritual path,
the importance of properties in the human truth and personality and his form in the
afterlife, difficulty of repentance and change of properties, variety of paths consid-
ering the unity of path and the mover, the multiplicity of measures in proportion to
the personality of individuals, the multiplicity of heaven and hell in proportion to the
firm properties in individuals, etc. Paying attention to the principles of Sadra’s psy-
chology and considering their coherence and compatibility indicates the potentiality
of explanation, justification and response of this thought system to many confusing
issues about the soul.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, soul, plurality of kinds of humans, sensual properties, an-
thropology, eschatology.
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